Are You Prepared for a Crisis?

An emergency is any unplanned event that can cause death or significant injuries to employees, customers or the public, or that can shut down your business, disrupt operations, cause physical or environmental damage, or threaten the facility’s financial standing or public image.  Obviously, numerous events can be “emergencies,” including:

1. Fire

2. Hazardous materials incident

3. Flood or flash flood

4. Tornado

5. Winter storm

6. Earthquake

7. Communications failure

8. Radioactive accident

9. Civil  disturbance

10. Loss of key supplier or customer

11. Explosion

Each event must be addressed within the context of the impact it has on the organization and the community.

But we also know that we can take action now to help protect your families, help reduce the impact an emergency has on our lives, and help deal with the chaos if an incident does occur. 

To prepare your family, agency or business it is recommended that we all take action and prepare.  
· Get informed about hazards and emergencies that may affect you and your family.

· Develop a family emergency plan.

· Collect and assemble disaster supplies kit at home and in the office.

· Learn where to seek shelter from all types of hazards.
· Identify the community warning systems and evacuation routes.
· Include in your plan required information from community and school plans.

· Learn what to do for specific hazards.  Practice and maintain your plan.
· Develop a business/agency response plan.
· Inspect your building for possible hazards

· Conduct random fire drills

· Create a phone tree for contacting your employees and volunteers

· Keep a copy of your crucial financial information in a fire proof safe outside of your office.

· Get involved with your community emergency planning organizations.

· Local Emergency Planning Committee

· NM  Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster

· Citizen Corps

· Community Emergency Response Teams

· NM Emergency Managers Association

For more information on how you can prepare for the unexpected check out the following web sites.
www.nvoad.org    www.fema.gov    www.ready.gov    www.citizencorps.org    www.redcross.org 
